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Nominations for LVAAS officers will be accepted through the close of our 
September 8th membership meeting at our South Mountain Headquarters.

LVAAS full members in good standing (current dues paid) are entitled to vote 
and/or be considered for office. Nominations will not be accepted nor shall 
additional nominations be placed on the ballot after the close of nominations 
during the September 8, 2024 membership meeting. 

Nominees to date:

Director: Benjamin Long

Assistant Director: Kyle Kramm

Secretary: Beth Julius

Treasurer: Vo Maziarz

Please contact me at the address below should you have questions regarding any of 
the positions above, or if you may be considering an elected position.

Voting for contested positions will take place at our October 13th general 
membership meeting. Installation of newly elected officers will take place at our 
December general membership meeting.

Regards,

Bill Dahlenburg - Nominating Committee Chairman

sm_maintenance@lvaas.org

 Nomination of LVAAS Officers for the 2025 Term

mailto:sm_maintenance@lvaas.org
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cover: The Witch's Broom Nebula, imaged by Joe Zitarelli during MegaMeet 2024 in 
narrowband where Ha=Red, Oiii=Green and Sii=Blue.  Done between 2 a.m. (when the wind 
died down) and 5 a.m. (sunrise) having lost some subs due to clouds.
Ha 180? x 18   Oiii 180? x 9   Sii 180? x 11
Astro-Tech AT80 EDT Telescope on an iOptron CEM 25 mount.

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
Public Program Nights have resumed at United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey; please visit uacnj.org for info.

 Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
 Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers
 September : Steve Conrad will speak in person and via Zoom on "Occultations" at South Mountain HQ.
 October : Mario Motta will speak via Zoom on "Building a 32-inch Telescope and Observatory"   
 November : Dave Moll will speak on "Lore of the Ancient Skies"
 December: Emma Page (Lehigh U) will speak on "Transits and Eclipsing Binary Stars"

-  Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to volunteer.
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KUDOS!  THANK YOU, LVAAS VOLUNTEERS!
September kudos go out to the LVAAS South Mountain crew! For your ongoing dedication to maintaining the 
grounds and observatories in tip-top shape, LVAAS sends out a big 'thank you' to Pete Brooks, Ear l Pursell, 
Mike Clark, Kyle Kramm and Bill Dahlenburg. Kudos!

A big LVAAS 'thank you' also goes out to the volunteers who helped out with the very successful Lehigh Gap 
Nature Center Star Party: Claudio Stabile, L inda Pr ince, Joe Zitarelli, Ear l Pursell, Tom Julius, Terry 
Pundiak and Blaine Easterwood. Thanks for putting astronomy out there for the public to enjoy! Kudos!

Ear l Pursell sends kudos to those members who helped out with the August Star party: Bill Dahlenburg, Tom 
Julius, Joe Zitarelli, Frank Lyter, Er ic Loch and some others not named. Earl also would like to recognize 
those members who assisted with their technical expertise at the July general meeting and with the planetarium: 
Rich Hogg, Jamie Elovski, Blaine Easterwood, and Aidan Berger . Without you the show couldn't go on! 

And a huge thanks to Ron Kunkel for his hard work keeping Pulpit Rock Astronomical Park looking its best. 
Kudos, Ron! Also Frank Lyter  for the park's observatory oversight and ongoing improvements. Kudos Frank!

Finally, Aidan Berger  would like to thank Bill Dahlenburg for taking over as coordinator of the August Star 
party while he was busy preparing to head off to college. Kudos again, Bill, and best of luck to Aidan!

LVAAS runs on its volunteers. Thanks to everyone for stepping up to the task! Kudos!

Pulpit Rock Panorama by Michael L. Morgan  ~  submitted by Sandra Repash

Via Bill Dahlenburg, Nominating Committee Chairman
Please see the announcement regarding LVAAS Officer Nominations, which will be held on September 8 at our 
general meeting. Bill's contact information is on the announcement should you have questions.

http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
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                      LVAAS General Meeting                          
  Sunday, September 8, 7 p.m. in person and via Zoom                                                                                                                                                                                                      

presented by

Occultation timing has been used for several decades 
to measure the size and shape of asteroids, producing 
chord accuracies in the 100 meter range from distances 
of several AU.  Many amateurs have tried this, but 
given it up due to the difficulty in collecting data and 
the rarity of high probability events.  In the past 
several years, a number of advances have been made 
which have greatly decreased the barriers to success.  
This talk will give the basics of occultations timing, 
with an emphasis on the tools that are responsible for 
generating nearly four times the data than five years 
ago.  The latest hardware will be shown along with 
results of recent observations.

Steve Conard has been an amateur astronomer for 
more than 50 years. His love of telescope making as a teenager turned into a 42 year career 
working for the Johns Hopkins University developing optical systems as an optical engineer. 
Most of his career was spent working on NASA astrophysics and planetary missions. This 
includes being in the role of lead engineer for the LORRI camera on the New Horizons 
mission to Pluto for more than 20 years.
Mostly retired and now living in Wellsboro, Steve recently founded the Pennsylvania Wilds 
Astronomy Club. He regularly volunteers at several Pennsylvania State Parks and is 
working to control light pollution in the Wilds by working with several advocacy groups. 
His other interests include hiking, railtrail biking, and his antique motorcycle.
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" Occultation Timing: 
                        New and Improved"

Steve Conard 

Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting please email membership@lvaas.org.

South Mountain Headquar ters      

mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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MegaMeet 2024, imaged by 
LVAAS member Phillip Doher ty 
during a drone fly-by of Pulpit Rock 
Astronomical Park in Kempton, PA. 
MegaMeet is an annual event 
organized by LVAAS' AstroImaging 
Director Tom Duff. 
Pulpit Rock is the dark sky site of the 
Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical 
Society, located on the Appalachian 
Trail .
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education@lvaas.org

https://www.lvspacefest.org/home

(cc: education@lvaas.org)phtracy@ptd.net
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mailto:education@lvaas.org
https://www.lvspacefest.org/home
mailto:education@lvaas.org)
mailto:phtracy@ptd.net
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September 2024
Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's
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 https://youtu.be/5jRmxNMkOHU
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                 LVAAS Meteor Cameras Capture the Perseids!
We had a good showing last night (Aug 11-12) with LVAAS meteor cameras picking up hundreds of 
meteors.
The counts were as follows:

      Station Code   Operators         Location                   Perseids            Total

      US002D               LVAAS         South Mountain        164             188 

                 US002E               Terry Pundiak     Easton                    186             212

                 US002L               John Kmetz        Upper Providence     131             159 

                 US004D               Tom Duff         Bethlehem          172             252                                   
zzzzzzzzlzUS0050               Ron Kunkel         Mohrsville          252             327

For a timelapse of the South Mountain camera, please visit: 
https://globalmeteornetwork.org/weblog/US/US002D/US002D_20240812_003257_406114_detected/           

then scroll to the bottom of the page.                                                                                                       
For the results of all meteor cameras in the USA, please see:           
https://globalmeteornetwork.org/weblog/US/                                                                                                             

It was quite a successful night. We also caught quite a few on Saturday night, and tonight the 13th 
should be productive as well.

Clear Skies,  

John Kmetz and Frank Lyter

https://globalmeteornetwork.org/weblog/US/US002D/US002D_20240812_003257_406114_detected/
https://globalmeteornetwork.org/weblog/US/US002D/US002D_20240812_003257_406114_detected/
https://globalmeteornetwork.org/weblog/US/
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Melissa Wirth  8/12/2024 1 a.m. from Center Valley PA, with Perseid meteor! 

Mike Huber caught this display with his smartphone camera 
from Lansdale PA on 8/12/2024 2:30 a.m.!

Bob Dreisbach viewed the Aurora from 
Northampton, PA in bright light!

Warren Landis noticed a purplish 
glow in the skies over Allentown, 
PA and thought his camera was 
acting up!

Another beautiful photo from Melissa!

Late Summer  Aurora - 
The Perseids Finishing Touch!
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Peter Detterline imaged the Aurora (above and below) over Boyertown on his way home from Perseids-watching. Wow!
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From the Library - Joe Zitarelli
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org  
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Saturn's

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/August/index-8-24.html#8-25-24
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bodhi.black@1791.com
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mailto:bodhi.black@1791.com
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2024
What are the Stats of  your LVAAS Membership?

LVAAS PayPal link: https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FBP8Y5VX5QXNW

(remember to add a note with your name, and membership type)

If  your  inform at ion has changed:

Online inform at ion updat e form : https:// form.jotform.com/233314308714147

Pr int able form :  

https:// lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf

Com plet e inst ruct ions: https:// lvaas.org/page.php?page=Renewing

Quest ions? email membership@lvaas.org

New members who joined after October 1st are paid up for the following year.

Regular: $45

Family: $65

Junior/Student: $15

Sustaining: $90

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FBP8Y5VX5QXNW
https://form.jotform.com/233314308714147
https://lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Renewing
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5" W  Sunday Sept 01 2024  00:00 UTC  

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/

24

http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2024 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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 8/9 - 8/11
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public 
viewing. Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so 
by emailing The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@lvaas.org.

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
PDF format is preferred. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a 
link to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying.

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 

membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2024 LVAAS, Inc.
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http://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx
mailto:observer@lvaas.org
mailto:observer@lvaas.org.
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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