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Kyle Kramm

sm_maintenance@lvaas.org

Nomination of LVAAS Officers for 2024 Term
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Via France Kopy, Newsletter Editor
Do you own a camera or smartphone and usually attend LVAAS functions? Would you like to help out LVAAS 
and our newsletter as a volunteer? The Observer is in need of members to act as photographers in an informal 
capacity to capture the action at various society events, both public and members-only. You will receive a 
published credit under each of your photographs, and a mention in the black box on the last page of every 
newsletter. Please contact me at editorlvaas@gmail.com if you'd like to volunteer and for more information.

Cover Image:  (NGC 7380) The Wizard Nebula   Imager : Warren Landis
Aquisition Data
11" SCT
ZWO ASI2600mm-cool
ZWO OAG
ZWO EAF

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
UACNJ provides free public programs on-site at our Observatory in Jenny Jump State Forest, New Jersey from 
April through October on Saturday evenings. To view the program line-up please visit uacnj.org.

NJAA will be holding an open house and astronomy flea market; info here.

Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers
September : Charles Bracken (via Zoom) will speak on Astroimaging.
October : John Conrad (via Zoom) will speak on the Osiris Mission.
November ; (tentative) author Dava Sobel (via Zoom) will speak topic TBA.
December (Holiday Par ty) Speaker is still needed for this event.
Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to volunteer yourself!

Via Dave Raker, Society Librarian
I conducted the annual inventory of the books and videos in the library collection.  We have 985 books and 365 
videos with a smattering of spoken-word CDs in the collection. There were some books and videos that were 
missing as the check-out cards for those items were not in the blue bin on the desk.  There are books that have 
been checked out since late last fall, so I will assume that whoever has the item out is no longer a member or 
simply forgot to return it. 

2.) I ordered some books from Hamilton Books this week and will make a list for next month once they arrive.  
There are some free items on the table in the front of the main room for those who want them.

ALL MEMBERS!  LVAAS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO KEEP THE SOCIETY RUNNING!
The benefits that you, as an LVAAS member, enjoy are not free. They are provided due to the 
generous sacrifice of time and labor contributed by our dedicated volunteers. I f no one steps 
up to share the work, these benefits will start to diminish in quality, or may vanish altogether.
I f you are a member, old or new, and have never volunteered to help, it's easy! Just contact 
either Director Mike Huber, or any chairperson/director on the contacts page of our website. 
"Many hands make light work" so please lend a hand to help keep your astronomy society 
vital! Any time you can give will be greatly appreciated. Volunteer!

ZWO ASI174mm
ZWO 2" filters 
ZWO ASIair+

Photographed from Warren's backyard observatory in downtown 
Allentown, PA in September 2022.

more
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                     Come join the Stargazers Group! 

          All members are welcome regardless of experience!

New members are welcome to learn how to operate their 
telescopes

Experienced members can share their knowledge and socialize in a 
casual, relaxed atmosphere 

The group?s goal is to give everyone a chance to develop their 
night skills together regardless of experience level! 

Take this opportunity to use the library and receive training on the 
club?s scopes 

Meetings will be on the 2nd Friday of every month at South 
Mountain Headquarters at 7 p.m. rain or shine, except for 
December, January, and February.

If you need help with equipment please arrive before dark so there 
is time to work on it 

We all love the night sky and look forward to sharing that with 
you!

Kyle Kramm
Kman10274@gmail.com

 Stargazers Group
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                        LVAAS General Meeting                             

           Sunday, September 10 at 7 p.m.  
                 South Mountain Headquar ters                                                                                                                                                                                                           

    ' 'A Field Guide to Deep-Sky Objects' '

presented by

Char les Bracken

If you've ever wondered what you're looking at in astrophotos, this talk will cover the different types of 
DSOs, what they're made of, and how we image them.

Charles Bracken is an astrophotographer and the author of several books about the subject, including 
The Deep-Sky Imaging Primer. He lives in Bucks County, PA.

Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting should email membership@lvaas.org.
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Gary Becker  led an astronomy outreach event at 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary on Sunday, August 
20th. The skies cooperated and were clear enough 
to see the Milky Way!  It was held in Hawk 
Mountain?s parking lot surrounded by trees which 
worked out well as we concentrated on viewing 
objects directly overhead.  Saturn poked through 
the trees at the end of the event giving a nice view 
of the planet.

I estimate there were about 25 in attendance to 
hear Gary and Pete Deterline speak in Hawk 
Mountain?s beautiful outdoor amphitheater.  Terry 
Pundiak, Pete Deterline, Matt Gustantino (past 
member of our club) and I set up telescopes in the 
parking lot for viewing after the talk.  Aaron 
Prince, Educator and Raptor Care Specialist, at the 
Sanctuary was the host for the event and was very 
enthusiastic participant in the event.

Folks enjoyed the event and I let folks know we 
had facilities at Pulpit Rock and South Mountain with public events published on our LVAAS web page.  Several expressed 
interest in attending one of our star parties this fall. Gary took photos of each of us out standing in the field (or parking lot in this 
case).  Attached is the photo he sent me .
Regards,
Frank

Ron Kunkel

F rom the F ield

Frank Lyter

This is a smartphone photo taken by my daughter, 
Rebecca, of one of the two Starlink trains that we 
observed up at Pulpit Rock last evening (9/1). This 
was the second one, observed at about 10:00 p.m.  
The earlier one was low on the southern horizon, 
just above the trees and not nearly as bright as this 
satellite train.  This train was stunningly bright 
although it didn't last long before it disappeared 
into the Earth's shadow due to the lateness of the 
hour.  The satellites actually moved into the 
Earth's shadow right near the tower, so the train 
didn't travel very long at all before disappearing.

I had all of the grandkids and many of their 
parents and some other relatives up on the 
mountain.  We watched the near full Moon rise 
and also did some observing. I was lucky to also 
have Frank Lyter up to help with the small crowd.  
In total I think there were 16 of us present.

                                         Ron
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Night Sky Notebook 

SEPTEMBER 2023

              
      Peter Detterline's

 https://youtu.be/sr0jxIiBu_8
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org also facebook.com/StarWatchAstro/ 
                         

Join

like Rainbow Symphony. 

Please see Eclipse Shades here. They market ISO
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"... World turning on the burning sun..."  (lyric from "Gaia" - James Taylor rend.)
As dawn breaks, one wonders if this is indeed a picture of our Earth that we're looking 
at, or some other, alien world... 
An early September sunrise was captured from Pulpit Rock outlook by LVAAS 
member and runner extraordinaire, Jim Blandford, on our own, very beautiful planet.
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FOR SALE! L IGHTLY USED CELESTRON TELESCOPE/MOUNT SYSTEM

https://www.celestron.com

jcmafarrand@gmail.com  

,000 (price reduced)
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OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER 
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Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5" W  Wednesday September 6  2023  00:00 UTC

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2023 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR

MEGA MEET  8/11-- 8/13
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public viewing. 
Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so by emailing 

The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@g.lvaas.org  

No images of people under 18 years of age will be accepted for publication at this time. Articles submitted 

prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see calendar on website) will 
appear in the upcoming month's issue. PDF format is preferred. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
Articles may be edited for publication. Comments are always welcome. Document proofread by Rich Hogg on 
a monthly basis.

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor at observer@g.lvaas.org

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a link 
to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please our membership page for information on 
applying.

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 

membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2023 LVAAS, Inc.
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