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Nominations for LVAAS officers was closed at our September 
8th membership meeting at our South Mountain Headquarters.

LVAAS full members in good standing (current dues paid) are 
entitled to vote at our October 13, 2024 General Meeting on 
Sunday at 7 p.m. Nominees are:

Director: Benjamin Long - second term

Assistant Director: Kyle Kramm - second term

Secretary: Beth Julius - first term

Treasurer: Vo Maziarz - second term

Installation of newly elected officers will take place at our 
December General Membership meeting.

Bill Dahlenburg - Nominating Committee Chairman
sm_maintenance@lvaas.org

 Nominees for LVAAS Office for the 2025 Term

mailto:sm_maintenance@lvaas.org
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cover: M20 (the Tr ifid Nebula) and M21 (Webb's Cross)   Imager : Gary Schuster
Telescope - New Askar 103 APO 700 f/l at f/6.8   Camera - ASI294MC pro    Mount - Losmandy GM8 
Communication was done with ASIair and a tablet.  Filter  - Duo Band filter Ha & OIII Processing - Siril
42 lights and 10 darks at 180 sec. exp., no flats or bias. Captured from Gary's backyard 9/2-9/3 2024.

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
Public Program Nights have resumed at United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey; please visit uacnj.org for info.

 Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
 Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers
 October : Mario Motta will speak via Zoom on "Building a 32-inch Telescope and Observatory"   
 November : Dave Moll will speak on "Lore of the Ancient Skies"
 December: Emma Page (Lehigh U) will speak on "Transits and Eclipsing Binary Stars"

-  Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to volunteer.
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KUDOS!  THANK YOU, LVAAS VOLUNTEERS!
Recently LVAAS Director Ben Long assembled a crew consisting of Ron Kunkel, Mike Clark and 
Frank Lyter to pick up a (very large) telescope that was generously donated to us by Mr. George 
Humber. Kudos to the crew and a big 'thank you' to Mr Humber!
A big 'thank you' also goes out to Paul Tracy who created and conducted a 3-hour training course on 
Astroimaging in coordination with Education Group Director Blaine Eastwood recently. LVAAS is 
very proud of its imagers, and is looking forward to seeing the work of some new faces. Kudos to Paul 
and Blaine for their efforts to move LVAAS imaging into the future!

Via Bill Dahlenburg, Nominating Committee Chairman
Nominations are now closed and the slate of nominees will be formally voted upon by the LVAAS membership 
at our October 13 General Meeting at 7 p.m. at South Mountain Headquarters. Please try to attend and vote!
Director: Benjamin Long       
Assistant Director: Kyle Kramm
Secretary: Beth Julius
Treasurer: Vo Maziarz     

via Peter Detterline, Night Sky Notebook Contributor
Peter sends along this video he took of the Aurora borealis in Iceland, where he and Gary Becker are currently 
visiting. Check it out:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ao-SU88-MM

Via Earl Pursell, 
Penn Museum will be hosting a 5 part virtual astronomy class - "Deep Dig: Celestial Skywatchers" starting on 
Oct. 3. For more information and to register please use this link.

Earl Pursell

http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ao-SU88-MM
https://allevents.in/philadelphia%20pennsylvania/%E2%9C%A8-the-deep-dig-celestial-skywatchers/200027014591644
https://allevents.in/philadelphia%20pennsylvania/%E2%9C%A8-the-deep-dig-celestial-skywatchers/200027014591644
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                      LVAAS General Meeting                          
 Sunday, October 13, 7 p.m. at SMHQ  Speaker is via Zoom                                                                                                                                                                                                      

presented by

"I have been constructing and building telescopes since I was a teenager. Over the 
years I have built 3 observatories, 2 separate 32-inch telescopes, and a 
trailer-mounted 16-inch F6.3 telescope. My latest, built into my home, is a 32-inch F 
6.5 relay scope with a spherical primary, a Mangan secondary, and 4 corrector 
lenses, that gives me a usable 30 arc minute field of view, that has a flat field, no 
aberrations, and no color distortion as well. I enjoy doing astronomical research 
with this instrument as well as observing and general deep sky imaging. The 20-foot 
dome was also completely homemade. This telescope was featured in Sky and 
Telescope in May of 2011. It has also been featured in the New York Times, Boston 
Globe and other periodicals."

Dr. Motta had been in practice at North Shore Medical Center in Salem, 
Massachusetts since 1983, recently retiring in 2022. He is a graduate of Boston 
College, with a BS in physics and biology, and of Tufts Medical School. He is board 
certified in Internal Medicine and Cardiology, and is a fellow of the American 
College of Cardiology, and of the American Society of Nuclear Cardiology. He is an 
Associate Professor of Medicine at Tufts University School of Medicine. Dr. Motta 
has long been active in organized medicine, both in the American Medical 

Association (AMA) and in the Massachusetts Medical Society (MMS), holding a number of posts through the years. He is a past 
President of the MMS. He was elected and served 8 years on the AMA Council of Science and Public Health, and then was elected to 
the Board of Trustees of the AMA in 2018, recently completing his term. In May of 2023 at its annual meeting, the MMS awarded Dr 
Motta its highest honor, the ?Award for Distinguished Service.?

Dr Motta also has a lifelong interest in astronomy, and has hand built a number of telescopes and observatories through 
the years to do astronomical research, including his entirely homemade 32-inch F6 relay telescope located in Gloucester, 
MA. He has been awarded several national awards in astronomy, including the Las Cumbras Award from the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific in 2003, and also the Walter Scott Houston award from the northeast section of the 
Astronomical League, and in 2017 the Henry Olcott Award from the American Association of Variable Star Observers 
(AAVSO). He has served as a president of the ATM?s of Boston, and has served as a council member of the AAVSO, and 
is a past president as well. He has also served on the Board of the IDA. He has worked on light pollution issues, and 
published several white papers on LP as a member of the AMA Council of Science and Public Health. He served on a UN 
committee (COPUOS) representing the AMA on light pollution for a worldwide effort to control LP and satellite 
proliferation. Finally, several years ago the International Astronomical Union awarded Dr Motta an asteroid in part for his 
work on light pollution as well as amateur research, asteroid133537MarioMotta.
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" Construction of a Home Observatory and
   32-inch F6 " Relay"  Telescope"

Mar io Motta, MD

Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting please email membership@lvaas.org.

mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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astro@ptd.net

6

mailto:astro@ptd.net
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education@lvaas.org
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mailto:education@lvaas.org
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sm_maintenance@lvaas.org
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mailto:sm_maintenance@lvaas.org
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                  Lehigh Valley Space Fest! (October 12 &  13)

                                        We need your help! 

LVAAS is par ticipating in the Lehigh Valley Space Fest again this year and 

we need volunteers to help us. We are looking for people to:              

-  Help staff our outdoor display

- Setup your solar telescope and assist the public with viewing

-  Provide backup to our solar viewers so they can take breaks

The event is Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to  4 p.m.

We would greatly appreciate any time that you can volunteer, even if it?s for 

only an hour or two,.

This is a great opportunity to share your energy, experience and astronomy

knowledge with the general public.

The event is at Lafayette College this year . More details are available at the 

Lehigh Valley Space Fest Website: https://www.lvspacefest.org/home

For more information, or to be an LVAAS volunteer , please contact any 

member of the Education committee (Linda, Joe, Mike, or Blaine) at 

education@lvaas.org.

https://www.lvspacefest.org/home
mailto:education@lvaas.org
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                 The Veil Nebula NGC 6960
                 Imager : Andy Hernandez

20 hours integration time at 300 seconds, AM5,   
ZWO 533MC Pro, ASIair, ZWO 220MM Guide, 
EAF, Askar FRA500, Opt L-Pro, in Bortle 7.
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bodhi.black@1791.com
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mailto:bodhi.black@1791.com
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October 2024

Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUqKK4wkuPs
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From the Library by Joe Zitarelli

topics.
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org  
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mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
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2024
What are the Stats of  your LVAAS Membership?

LVAAS PayPal link: https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FBP8Y5VX5QXNW

(remember to add a note with your name, and membership type)

If  your  inform at ion has changed:

Online inform at ion updat e form : https:// form.jotform.com/233314308714147

Pr int able form :  

https:// lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf

Com plet e inst ruct ions: https:// lvaas.org/page.php?page=Renewing

Quest ions? email membership@lvaas.org

New members who joined after October 1st are paid up for the following year.

Regular: $45

Family: $65

Junior/Student: $15

Sustaining: $90

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FBP8Y5VX5QXNW
https://form.jotform.com/233314308714147
https://lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Renewing
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5" W  Tuesday Oct 01 2024  00:00 UTC  

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2024 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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 8/9 - 8/11
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public 
viewing. Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so 
by emailing The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@lvaas.org.

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
PDF format is preferred. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a 
link to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying.

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 

membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2024 LVAAS, Inc.
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http://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx
mailto:observer@lvaas.org
mailto:observer@lvaas.org.
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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