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Prospective new members who wish to attend, please email: membership@lvaas.org.

Sunday, 11/09/25, 7 p.m. at South Mountain HQ  
                                                      

presented by
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" Meteor ites and Their Or igins"

Ray Harr is

LVAAS General Meeting - Public Welcome!

Ray Harris, former director and life member of LVAAS, will 
speak on the classification of various kinds of meteorites, the 
properties which make them unique and what this tells us about 
their origins.

Ray is the son of a career Naval officer and grew up mostly near 
Naval facilities in Virginia and California, graduating high school 
on the Naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  He attended Yale 
University and upon graduation spent five years in the Navy 
supervising reactor operations on a nuclear submarine.  Ray left 
the service for a career in civilian nuclear power.  He joined PPL 
in Allentown in 1980 as staff supporting the Susquehanna 

nuclear power plants in Berwick.  He later moved into PPL corporate IT before retiring in 2009. 
He got bored with retirement and currently works part-time as a school bus driver.

In 1984, Ray bought a C-8.  He joined LVAAS in 1985 and began exploring and photographing 
the night sky (back before the digital imaging age).  His photo of the Horsehead Nebula 
appeared in the January 1990 issue of Sky & Telescope.  In 1987 he purchased a pair of celestial 
charts published in 1741.  He discovered a couple of deep-sky objects on these charts and for 
the past 38 years, Ray has been researching and collecting early celestial charts and atlases.  
Ray?s article ?The First Deep-Sky Atlas? appeared in the January 2022 issue of Sky & Telescope 
and his article ?The Constellations of Petrus Plancius" appeared in the February 2023 issue.  
Ray resides in Macungie, PA, with his wife who does not share his interest in astronomy, but 
who does share his love of early celestial charts as works of art.

LVAAS Member and Former Director

mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
UACNJ also has its own YouTube channel and the schedule of videos is on its website. Check out the list of winter 
programs here   Please visit uacnj.org to watch and /or subscribe.

Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers    

November: Ray Harr is will speak in person on "Meteorites."
December: Nico Carver  (via Zoom) ?Telescopes for Astrophotography and How to Choose the Right One for You?
January: John Conrad will speak (via Zoom) on ?Deep and Deeper ? NASA Space Telescopes?
February: Bruce Rugger i will speak (via Zoom) on the Europa Clipper Mission

-  Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to do a talk yourself.
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THANK YOU, LVAAS VOLUNTEERS!   
LVAAS and Star Party Director Aidan Berger  would like to thank the following members for their help with our 
October Star Party: Ear l Pursell, Kyle Kramm, Bill Dahlenburg, L inda Pr ince, Dr. Becky Frank, Jamie 
Elovski, Tom Duff and Bill Dahlenberg. LVAAS especially thanks L inda Pr ince and Dave Moll for their 
presentations! Thanks to Claudio Stabile for presenting during Scouts weekend. A big thank you goes out to the 
work party who cleaned out the 40" Observatory at Pulpit Rock on 
October 11. Pictured, left to right, Claudio Stabile, Ben Long, Phil 
Doher ty, Andrew Heilman, Bruce Balthaser, Aidan Berger, Kyle 
Kramm.
A big LVAAS thanks goes out to Ron Kunkel and his grandkids Dillon 
and Colton who removed trees and some large stones to clear the 
roadway to Pulpit Rock Astronomical Park in preparation for Scouts 
camping during the weekend Oct 10-12.  They also shop-vac'd the field 
to clean up after the deer, and laid down Deer Mace to help keep them off 
the park grounds. After mowing the grass Ron supervised as Colton and Dillon dismantled a twig and branch shelter 
that someone had built behind the Kawecki Observatory.
Anyone wishing to volunteer please check the contacts page of our website to learn what projects are being planned. 

Via Claudio M. Stabile, Scouting Activities Coordinator
We are excited to announce the launch of the 2026 LVAAS Youth Sponsorship Program. Applications are now 
open through January 16, 2026. Find more information on next page of this publication. A great opportunity for 
younger members to get involved in astronomy!  Apply here and good luck!

Cover image: Messier 8: The Lagoon Nebula    Imager: Terry Pundiak
Subject imaged with a Seestar S50 with mosaic framing and on an equatorial wedge sitting on a 
modified table sitting within reach of my bedroom window in Palmer Township, near Easton PA.
2-hour image (resulting in 46 minutes of 10-second frames). Post-processed loosely using Siril.
The Lagoon Nebula is a giant star-forming region of gas and dust located about 4,000 light years 
away from Earth in the constellation Sagittarius.
Terry enjoys the relative ease of astrophotography the Seestar S50 provides. LVAAS has this 
telescope available for rental to members, as well as more traditional scopes. Why not stop by?

LVAAS South Mountain Headquarters, Allentown, PA     

https://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/mqBuSfEhu8Wn36R4A
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                  Minutes from the LVAAS General Meeting ? October 12, 2025

 

The October 2025 LVAAS General Meeting was conducted electronically using an online service and 
at the South Mountain headquarters. Approximately 40 people were in attendance. Director Benjamin 
Long opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

 [Tonight?s presentation was ?New Mexico Astronomy: a Visit to APO, VLA, and the New Mexico 
Space History Museum? by Dr. Becky Frank. Becky?s presentation covered her visits to several 

astronomical points of interest in New Mexico, namely The Apache Point Observatory (APO), the Very 
Large Array (VLA) and the New Mexico Museum of Space History. The APO is located in the 
Sacramento Mountains near Sunspot, New Mexico. Becky gave a brief history of the complex and 
presented several photographs of the facilities which she toured with her father and a guide in August 
2025. She photographed several of the large telescopes in this complex: a 3.5 meter scope owned by  
ARC (Astrophysical Research Consortium), a 2.5 meter scope used for the Sloan Digital Sky Survey 
(SDSS), a 1 meter scope used to train students at the New Mexico State University (and also prior to 

training on the 3.5 meter scope), and a 0.5 meter ARCSAT also used for training and photography, and 
which is available to people of different institutions.

The SDSS has observed over 1 billion sky objects from this dark site, scanning 8,000 square degrees of 
sky from its precipice on a cliff face, locating galaxies and quasars, looking deep into the Milky Way, 
identifying red giants and calculating the expansion rate of the universe; most recently mapping black 
holes. This presentation included many excellent photographs and information about touring the sites, 

so please contact Jamie Elovski to obtain the recording if you?d like to see it for yourself if you missed 
it, or to watch it again to pick up the finer details. 

Many thanks to Becky for a well-received presentation that was thrown together hurriedly to fill in for 
a speaker who canceled due to illness.] editor 

There was a short break before members assembled for the remainder of the meeting.
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https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=YouthSponshorshipProgram

Astronomy in the Community

987

https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=YouthSponshorshipProgram
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=YouthSponshorshipProgram
http://Astronomy in the Community
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0am9s4DrIM
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m.huber614@gmail.com
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mailto:m.huber614@gmail.com
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https://nightskynotebook.blogspot.com/p/astronomy-basics.html

November 2025

Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's

9

Please remember to like and subscr ibe!

for

https://nightskynotebook.blogspot.com/p/astronomy-basics.html
https://youtu.be/Ob43dqVm5UI
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10Beautiful aurorae with star trails above Hofn, Iceland, October 27, 2025   Photographed by Peter Detterline
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Sky and Telescope
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5Comet Lemmon, imaged with Seestar s50  10/26/2025 from Upper Saucon Twp PA, by Jamie Elovski 13
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The Andromeda Galaxy, imaged by Terry 
Pundiak, using Seestar S50 from Palmer 
Township, near Easton PA

14



15

15

©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org  
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mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
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   Contr ibuted by

Gary A. Becker    
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Body text

For access to more features, please click here
             

https://www.astronomy.org/
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NOVEMBER 2025
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DECEMBER 2025
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2025 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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8/22 -- 8/24

23 (24)

9/19 -- 9/21
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 400 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for 400kb for a 1/2 page image or 1MB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://imageresizer.com/resize/download/6779bd945d63ac1a3032f37d

 It will also tell you the pixel size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public 
viewing. Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so 
by emailing The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@lvaas.org. 

Astroimaging Director, Tom Duff is our new Astroimaging editor, and welcomes all image submissions.

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
PDF format is preferred. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures, text and contact information, by the submissions deadline, which is listed on our website 
calendar. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a 
link to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying. Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership 

director at membership@lvaas.org   
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https://imageresizer.com/resize/download/6779bd945d63ac1a3032f37d
mailto:observer@lvaas.org
mailto:observer@lvaas.org.
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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