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cover: October 's Aurora from Leaser Lake      Imager : Joe Terr ible
Equipment and technique: Olympus E-510, vintage 2007 with a tripod. 5 second images, ISO 
1600, F3.5. The 10 mp images were captured in camera raw and processed in Photoshop which 
has a converter from raw to tiff. Photoshop now also has integrated AI enhanced denoise which I 
employed. Finally, I brushed out all the extraneous airplane and satellite lights.

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
Public Program Nights are taking place at United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey; visit uacnj.org

 Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
 Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers
 November : Dave Moll will speak on "Lore of the Ancient Skies" in person at SMHQ
 December: Emma Page (Lehigh U) will speak on "Transits and Eclipsing Binary Stars"

-  Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to volunteer.
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KUDOS!  THANK YOU, LVAAS VOLUNTEERS!
The Stabile family (Ava, Claudio T. Claudio M.) had a great time hosting and participating in the Lehigh 
Valley Space Fest at Lafayette College with Blaine Easterwood, L inda Pr ince and Ear l Pursell. They had the 
90mm SolarMax III and the SkyQuest 10? dob with a white light filter both days. Ava had her microscopes out 
with samples for demonstrations. Both astronomy merit badge sessions in the building were well attended and 
went very well. They'd love to do it again next year! https://photos.app.goo.gl/4ucSm4hWipF4nqVs5 
Claudio M . also hosted the final Scout Camping weekend at Pulpit Rock from October 18-20: photos here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/PNznxri9rA6XepSq7  LVAAS thanks its volunteers, and especially a family of 
volunteers! Kudos all!

Via Bill Dahlenburg, Nominating Committee Chairman
Congratulations to our recently elected LVAAS officers for the upcoming term:
Director: Benjamin Long       
Assistant Director: Kyle Kramm
Secretary: Beth Julius
Treasurer: Vo Maziarz     
Swearing-in will take place at the December general meeting and holiday party. Plan to attend the festivities! 

Via France Kopy, Editor
All LVAAS members are welcome to submit material for publication in The Observer. All material should be 
original, including images and videos. We're always open to new ideas and suggestions to improve our 
newsletter. Contact information is in the black box, last page of this issue.

Via Blaine Easterwood, Education Director
Once again, plans are coming together for our December Holiday Party/General Meeting to be held at 
Da Vinci Science Center.  Please check our website and newsletter for more information.

Earl Pursell

http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4ucSm4hWipF4nqVs5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/PNznxri9rA6XepSq7
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 LVAAS General Meeting ~ Public Welcome!                   
               Sunday, November 10, 7 p.m. at SMHQ                                                                                                                                                                                                   

presented by

Archaeology, folklore, religions, and customs 
provide evidence of considerable astronomical 
knowledge among ancient peoples. Their 
knowledge guided agriculture, hunting, 
religion, travel and other aspects of daily life. 
Astronomy was molded into the fabric of their 
ancient societies.. This talk will present 
numerous examples of such knowledge amongst 
ancient people and cultures around the world. 
Today?s presentation will build on, and expand 

on a previous presentation by Mr. Moll. It will leave the audience with one big question: 
?How did they do that??

David Moll, a native of Bethlehem, first joined LVAAS in 1964. He has served as Assistant 
Director and as a board member for many years. Dave attended Notre Dame High School - 
Green Pond, the Pennsylvania State University, where he earned a BS in Earth & Space 
Science Education. He also attended the University of Alaska where he earned the AAS in 
Petroleum Technology, and he did post-graduate work in Higher Education Administration 
and Crisis Leadership at Harvard University's Graduate School of Education and the 
Kennedy School of Government.

A retired University administrator, Dave worked at the University of Alaska as Statewide 
Manager, Environmental Health & Safety, and California State University, where he was 
Assistant Vice President, Risk Management & Sustainability. After 34 years of being (far) 
away in Alaska & California, Dave returned to the Lehigh Valley and re-joined LVAAS in 
2010.
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" Lore of the Ancient Skies"

Dave Moll  

Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting please email membership@lvaas.org.

mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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https://www.mariomottamd.com/category/astronomy/

https://www.mariomottamd.com/telescope-making/

https://www.mariomottamd.com/wp-content/uploads/skyandtelescope-MottaObs-May2011.pdf
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Byers

https://www.mariomottamd.com/category/astronomy/ 
https://www.mariomottamd.com/telescope-making/
https://www.mariomottamd.com/tag/sky-and-telescope/
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mhuber614@gmail.com
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mailto:mhuber614@gmail.com
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bodhi.black@1791.com
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mailto:bodhi.black@1791.com


1

1

November 2024

Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu6_6oarVfM
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Comet C/2023 A3 (Comet 
Tsuchinshan-ATLAS) was visible 
to viewers in our area during 
October, and was captured by some 
lucky LVAAS imagers. 

Terry Pundiak made his capture off 
of Rte 248 near Easton, PA (left);  
Kyle Kramm caught it from his 
backyard in Bethlehem, PA. (below)
Paul Tracy achieved his lovely 
image in Schnecksville, PA (next 
page)
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Paul Tracy  Schnecksville PA
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Gwyneth Fowler captured images of the Aurora, radiating overhead 
from a corn field just south of Pulpit Rock in Windsor Township.

Melissa Wirth witnessed the bright 
Aurora from Center Valley, PA.

Bill Dahlenburg caught the Aurora 
while imaging at South Mountain 
Headquarters in Allentown, PA. 

Lehigh Valley Astronomers Treated to a Color ful Show of the Nor thern L ights  
October 8, 2024 CME and solar flare brought the Aurora farther south into our locale.    
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Jamie Elovski's time-lapse video of the Aurora, 
filmed on October 11, 2024

Carol Moll, wife of LVAAS member Dave Moll, 
captured this image from just north of Allentown, 
PA with Cassiopeia in the background.

The beautiful pinks and purples of the Aurora have 
been caught here by Steve Vlasic.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_ycKG0gWsM
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POTPOURRI
by Sandy Mesics

When perusing articles from past Observers for ideas for these
columns, I occasionally get the best information from the ?Society
News? or the ?Potpourri? columns. They often give an insight into
how the club was functioning at that time.

Like most of you, I am astounded by the quality of astroimaging that
can be accomplished by new equipment like the Seestar 50. When
we see the awesome work done by our astroimagers, we can?t lose
sight of what it was like to do astrophotography fifty years ago. This
clip is from the December 1974 Observer.

Shooting Messier objects on film? 
Using a 2-inch f-15 telescope? 
Manual guiding? Without electric 
slow-motion controls? 
Astrophotography in the 1970s was 
not for the faint of heart. Yet folks 
like Glen Hacker pursued projects 
like this. Hacker was a dedicated 
amateur who liked grinding his own 
mirrors, and he was a great 
innovator as well. He once gave a 
presentation at LVAAS on his work 
in video astronomy from his rooftop 
observatory in downtown Reading 
using image intensifiers.
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org  
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Go here

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
https://astronomy.org/astrophotos/index.html
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2025
What are the Stats of  your LVAAS Membership?

LVAAS PayPal link: https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FBP8Y5VX5QXNW

(remember to add a note with your name, and membership type)

If  your  inform at ion has changed:

Online inform at ion updat e form : https:// form.jotform.com/233314308714147

Pr int able form :  

https:// lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf

Com plet e inst ruct ions: https:// lvaas.org/page.php?page=Renewing

Quest ions? email membership@lvaas.org

New members who joined after October 1st are paid up for the following year.

Regular: $45

Family: $65

Junior/Student: $15

Sustaining: $90

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FBP8Y5VX5QXNW
https://form.jotform.com/233314308714147
https://lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Renewing
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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 Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5" W  Fr iday Nov 01 2024  00:00 UTC  

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2024 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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 8/9 - 8/11
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public 
viewing. Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so 
by emailing The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@lvaas.org. 

Astroimaging Director, Tom Duff is our new Astroimaging editor, and welcomes all image submissions.

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
PDF format is preferred. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a 
link to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying. Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership 

director at membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2024 LVAAS, Inc.

21

http://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx
mailto:observer@lvaas.org
mailto:observer@lvaas.org.
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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