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https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/allentown/2023/10/ring-of-fire-solar-eclipse-no-sun-no-problem-da-vinci-center-still-brings-the-wonder.html
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Via France Kopy, Newsletter Editor
Still looking ...  Do you own a camera or smartphone and usually attend LVAAS functions? Would you like to 
help LVAAS and our newsletter as a volunteer? The Observer is in need of members to act as photographers in 
an informal capacity to capture the action at various society events, both public and members-only. You will 
receive a published credit under each of your photographs, and a mention in the black box on the last page of 
every newsletter. Please contact me at editorlvaas@gmail.com if you'd like to volunteer or for more 
information.

Cover Image: Sh2-129, The Flying Bat and Ou4, The Squid Nebula  Imager : John Kmetz
The Squid (blue) inside the Flying Bat (red) Nebula

Taken with an ASI2600MM-P camera on an Esprit 100ED refractor

Using 7nm Ha and OIII, and 12nm SII Astronomik filters.

30 hrs. Integration.

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
During the off-season (November through March) UACNJ is now presenting an online astronomy-related 
presentation that begins at 8 p.m. on Saturdays. You can tune in by visiting us at our YouTube channel. To view 
the program line-up please visit uacnj.org.

Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers
November : Nico Carver will speak via Zoom on ''Star Trails with a SmartPhone.''
December: (Holiday Par ty) LVAAS member Linda Prince will speak in-person on "City of Stars."
January: Mario Matta will speak on "Light Pollution" via Zoom.
February: Paul Halpern will speak on his new book "The Allure of the Multiverse" and do a book signing.

*  Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to volunteer yourself!

Via Dave Raker, Society Librarian
New Books 

Shuttle by Nigel MacKnight
To Space and Back by Sally Ride
Back to Orbit: John Glenn by Scott Montgomery
Apollo Through the Eyes of the Astronauts by Robert Jacobs

ALL MEMBERS!  LVAAS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO KEEP THE SOCIETY RUNNING!
The benefits that you, as an LVAAS member, enjoy are not guaranteed. They are provided due 
to the generous sacrifice of time and labor contributed by our dedicated volunteers. If members 
don't step up to share the work, these benefits will start to diminish in quantity and quality, and 
some may even vanish altogether.
If you are a member, new or seasoned, and have never volunteered to help, it's easy! Just 
contact either Director Mike Huber, or any chairperson/director on the contacts page of our 
website. 
"Many hands make light work." Please lend a hand to help keep your astronomy society vital! 
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New DVDs
Chas. Bracken: A Field Guide to Deep Sky Objects
The Great Courses: Alber t Einstein
When We Were Apollo

mailto:editorlvaas@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/uacnj
https://www.youtube.com/uacnj
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
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                      LVAAS General Meeting                             
         Sunday, November 8 at 2 p.m.  
       South Mountain Headquar ters &  via Zoom                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Captur ing Star Trails with Your Smartphone   
presented by

Nico Carver (via Zoom)

Images of star trails are an excellent entry to tons of great astronomical questions: Why do the 
trails arc around Polaris? Why are they different colors? Why can't we see star color with our 
eyes? Can we tell time with the stars? With care, capturing star trails can also result in a 
beautiful image worthy of printing! In this workshop, participants will learn everything they 
need to know to use their own smartphones to capture beautiful images of star trails. To get the 
most out of this workshop, participants should have access to an iPhone or Android phone and 
purchase/install the following apps: https://tinyurl.com/StarTrailsApps

Nico Carver has always been a camera nut. After graduating college with a degree in 
filmmaking, he traveled around the world and first fell in love with photographing the night 
sky while shooting Aurora in Iceland. He now works full-time in astrophotography education, 
and runs a successful YouTube channel that aims to help beginners get started with 
Astrophotography.

Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting should email membership@lvaas.org.
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https://tinyurl.com/StarTrailsApps
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NOVEMBER 2023

Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7SoTvnpNlk&feature=youtu.be
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org  
                         

Join

15

here

video

play

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
https://groups.google.com/a/moravian.edu/g/starwatch
https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/October/index-10-23.html#10-29-23
https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/October/10-23-annular-leayman-10-14-23.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDG3_ewrOWg
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Bailey's Beads ... moments before ... the annular portion of the eclipse. For full details please see astronomy.org 
Image courtesy Gary A. Becker         Video

The October 14 annular eclipse from Hanksville, Utah. Full details: astronomy.org. Courtesy Gary A. Becker
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https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/October/index-10-23.html#10-29-23
https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/October/10-23-annular-leayman-10-14-23.mp4
https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/October/index-10-23.html#10-29-23
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Dave Binder, U. S. Navy (1963 ? 1967)   by LVAAS member, Dave Binder

It seems much less difficult to think about the four years I 
served in the United States Navy than to write about them. At 
barely 19 years of age, I was a recruit at Navy Boot Camp in 
San Diego during November 1963, when President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated. Forty weeks of Navy Electronics 
School at Treasure Island, San Francisco, followed my 'Boot 
Training.' I graduated as an Electronic Technician specializing 
in radar in 1964 just before the only Christmas I got home 
during the four years I served.

On January 2, 1965, I reported aboard the USS Hissem, 
DER-400, (a destroyer escort radar picket ship) in Newport, 
Rhode Island. The Hissem was in a class of vessel that is 
among the smallest called a 'ship.' Smaller vessels are called 
'boats.' The mighty Hissem was 306 feet long, 36 feet wide (at 
her widest part), had about 160 in her crew, and was powered 
by four diesel engines rather than by steam.

During my three years aboard her we sailed over 200,000 
nautical (2,000 yard) miles on the North Atlantic, the 

Caribbean, and all over the Pacific Ocean. Many of those miles were covered in the Gulf of Tonkin, 
South China Sea, and in the inlets, harbors, and along the 12-hundred-mile coastline of South Vietnam 
during my two tours of duty there on 'Operation Market Time' between August 1965 and June 1967.

At the 'acknowledged' beginning of the Vietnam War in 1965, it was recognized that large quantities of 
war supplies were being infiltrated to the Viet Cong by sea. The Navy?s attempt to shut off the flow of 
supplies by sea was called 'Operation Market Time' - an anti-infiltration patrol composed of DERs (like 
the USS Hissem), MSCs (Navy Coastal Minesweepers), WPGs (Coast Guard Patrol Boats), and PCFs 
(Navy Swift Boats.) The entire South Vietnam coast was divided into enough patrol stations, and 
patrolled with such vigilance that we stopped the gun runners, shut off the war supplies, and closed off 
the enemy infiltration by sea. In addition to searching junks, boats, and other watercraft, we were often 
called upon to render shore bombardment and gunfire support with our three-inch gun mounts and .50 
caliber machine guns.

Of the 160-man crew aboard Hissem, I was among the dozen or so selected to search junks. We were 
trained as we crossed the Pacific Ocean; then we formed into two teams, so each team had ?the duty? 
only half the time. My function on the inspection team during both my tours in Vietnam was to hold the 
suspects at gunpoint while the other members searched.

Depending on the circumstances I carried a BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle), a Tommy Gun 
(Thompson Sub-machine Gun), or I would stay aboard the Hissem and use the .50 Caliber Machine 
Gun. During the first hour of our first day of my first tour in country I had to fire that BAR. While 
serving in Vietnam I always kept a small American Flag folded in one of my pockets just in case?

VETERANS DAY
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In addition to my job as leading Electronics Technician, 
making repairs to and maintenance of the ship?s three 
radars, IFF, and other associated systems, and serving on 
the Junk Inspection Team, I stood four-hour watches at the 
.50 caliber machine gun. There is relatively little free time 
for anyone on a small ship in a war zone.

Moral was low our first Christmas over there. In an attempt 
to bring some holiday cheer and relief I built a Christmas 
tree out of old charts formed into a cone stuffed with more 
crumpled-up charts, a mop handle trunk, and green packing 
material pasted onto the cone. I also dyed a set of 'whites' 
red (actually sort of pink) using red beet juice I got from the 
cook; and used the mop head I cut off the ?tree trunk? as a 

white beard. I spent part of Christmas Eve roaming 
around the ship? until we were called to battle stations 
where we spent the next ten hours until day break, when 
Viet Cong positions were pinpointed by Vietnamese 
Army units in the area. We and a sister destroyer took 
them under fire until our combined gunfire dispersed the 
assembling-for-attack Viet Cong forces.

Later that same Christmas Day, I found my own moral 
suffering from now almost four months of what war has 
to offer combined with the hours I had to think about 
Christmas while we were at battle stations and our guns 
spewed death and destruction. To think that just hours 
before, I was trying my best to help others; now I needed 
the help. Then the same public address speaker that called 
us to and secured us from battle stations announced to all hands that contained in our last replenishment 
the day before, were packages of goodies we received randomly from somewhere in the United States; 
and that they were being placed on the mess deck (the place on the ship where we eat). One of my 
friends had to urge me to get something. I didn?t want to. He told me how I must not give in; that others 
watch me and would follow my lead. Out of some sense of duty I went to the mess deck and randomly 
selected one plastic baggie from the piles of cookies and candy sent by families supporting 'Operation 
Christmas Star' - a national effort to support our soldiers and sailors. I took the baggie from the stacks 
of boxes and headed out to the fantail for some privacy. As I opened the baggie full of chocolate chip 
cookies, I noticed a folded piece of paper among them. It was a small, handwritten note that said ?We 
know you are there??  Those simple words had a HUGE impact on me. It was a significant message I 
needed to hear. If anybody wonders does it really matter? It does. Being recognized in such a small but 
significant way made the hardship of war easier not only on that Christmas; but the following 
Christmas as well. That happened on Christmas Day 1965; and tears are running down my cheeks as I 
write this today.



19

19

19

My service in the Navy, and especially my Vietnam experiences, have so very much to do with who I am as a 
person and how I have lived my life. I need to consider what it has done FOR me as well as what it has done TO
me. 

Naval sea service, especially on a small ship, is inherently dangerous. In addition to the cost in quality of life 
that a Boy Scout may suffer due to being in the prolonged situation of needing to hold families at gunpoint, 
ready to open fire, there are physical risk aspects to consider as well. For example, I was almost electrocuted 
once, almost cut in two by the highline support rope during an emergency break-away once; while serving as an 
after look-out I was almost washed over the side during rough seas, I collapsed once from heat exhaustion, was 
almost shot on a couple occasions (including one bullet through my hair), and I have been seasick to the point of 
welcoming death. During that same time I have gained confidence in myself and my way of thinking, I saw the 
world, I had reinforced the reality that diversity in people and skills is essential to efficient and productive 
teamwork, that respect is not optional, and that the very least of us has great value. 

I gained lifelong friends, I passed the self-test of handling life issues in a positive way, I have gained the 
understanding that our lives are the product of what we can make happen with the decisions we are able to make; 
and what we make happe, regardless of the decisions those who have the authority to make decisions for us 
make. I have also learned that a kiss asked for is not worth the pucker. I firmly believe the universe is held 
together by equal and opposite forces; and to that same belief, as bad as one can be is as good as one can be. It is 
simply a matter of what choices we make as an individual, and as a people.

Dave Binder
Petty Officer Second Class
ETR-2, USN
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mgwaddx@gmail.com
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FOR SALE! L IGHTLY USED CELESTRON TELESCOPE/MOUNT SYSTEM

https://www.celestron.com

jcmafarrand@gmail.com  

,000 (price reduced)
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Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5" W  Sunday November 12  2023  00:00 UTC

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2023 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR

MEGA MEET  8/11-- 8/13
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public viewing. 
Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so by emailing 

The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@g.lvaas.org  

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. PDF format is preferred. Early submissions 
are greatly appreciated. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments are always welcome. Document 
proofread by Rich Hogg on a monthly basis.

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor at observer@g.lvaas.org

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a link 
to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying.

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 

membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2023 LVAAS, Inc.
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