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Benefit from giving to LVAAS through your IRA
If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a charitable gift directly from your IRA to LVAAS without paying 
income tax on the withdrawal. State laws about Qualified Charitable Deductions (QCDs) and how QCDs are 
handled vary. If interested, please consult an adviser so you can help LVAAS today!  
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=using_rmd_to_suppor t_lvaas

Cover image: Melotte 15 ? The Hear t of the Hear t Nebula  Imager : John Kmetz 

Melotte 15 is a collection of interstellar clouds and young massive hot stars located about 
1.5 million light years from earth. Plentiful radiation from these stars causes emission 
radiation from the ample hydrogen, oxygen and sulfur atoms located within this gaseous 
nebula. This region is often called the Heart of the Heart, as it centrally located within IC 
1805, the well know Heart Nebula in Cassiopea.

Telescope : Sky-Watcher Esprit 100ED
Camera: ZWO ASI2600MM Pro
Filters:  Astronomik 2? SII 12nm, 2? OIII 6nm, 2? Ha 6nm
Location: Upper Providence, PA
Date: December 23, 2021

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason: 
United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey (UACNJ), of which LVAAS is a member, will be holding Public Nights 
(Star Parties) every Saturday from now until the end of October. There will be a talk beginning at 8 p.m. live 
and online, followed by observing.  Since both the talk and the observatories are outside, everything is weather 
permitting.  Reservations are suggested, but not required. Please visit www.uacnj .org for more information.

Via Michael Lincoln and Eric Loch: International Dark Sky Association Petition
Please sign the petition to create legislation to save our dark skies; 2500 more names are needed! (VPN off) 
https://www.change.org/p/senator-carolyn-comitta-improve-and-protect-dark-skies-of-pa?redirect=false

Via Sandy Mesics: Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers

In May, Jon Conrad, NASA Ambassador will speak about "NASA's Infrared Platforms." via Zoom
In June, Gary DeLeo will speak on " A Tale of Two Circles: from Orbits to Atoms."  - Live at SMHQ Grady
In July, Ray Harr is will speak on " Lost Constellations."  - Live at SMHQ Grady
In August, Frank Lyter  will speak on "LVAAS Winter Projects: the Meteor Camera, and the Digital 
                  Setting Circles for the 17' '  Dobsonian."   - Live at Pulpit Rock
In October, Mike Huber will speak on "Astronomy with K ids"  - Live at SMHQ Grady 
Speakers are still needed for September, November and December; please contact Sandy to volunteer or to 
suggest a speaker:  astrosandy@gmail.com 

Via Earl Pursell: Lockheed-Martin Spacemakers Podcast

[Launched Sept 1]...go behind the scenes of some of the greatest space exploration missions of our time, and... 
chat with our experts about how these missions are shaping the future of space..."  here

Also, Dark Skies Talk by Douglas Arion: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zf9L j5bymd4

Via Dave Raker: New Book and DVD Order
Dave is currently putting together a book order that will come from Hamilton Books.  If you have any 
suggestions for books and/or DVDs for the library please let Dave know. Draker@cedarcrest.edu

7

https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=using_rmd_to_support_lvaas
http://www.uacnj.org/
https://www.change.org/p/senator-carolyn-comitta-improve-and-protect-dark-skies-of-pa?redirect=false
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
https://lockheedmartin.com/en-us/products/space-makers-podcast.html?utm_campaign=Space%20Makers%20Pod%20Promo&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--XPjXrn1JgGak5Fjh-Y3mguz74e8_1Q_HZt2Glj6vUhJMY4_fbTs2c-a9wXkrIHUtZIXII82fdhutFiW9QeZs3MK-BJg&_hsmi=153120310&utm_content=153120308&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=883e69fd-42a1-4182-8e6d-572960028937%7C97cafc79-3b84-433c-b8bd-50b0d23c97a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zf9Lj5bymd4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zf9Lj5bymd4
mailto:Draker@cedarcrest.edu


8

education@lvaas.org

https://soho.nascom.nasa.gov/data/realtime-images.html

mailto:education@lvaas.org
https://soho.nascom.nasa.gov/data/realtime-images.html


director@lvaas.org

LVAAS

LVAAS.

director@lvaas.org

lvaas.org

9

mailto:director@lvaas.org
http://lvaas.org
http://lvaas.org
mailto:director@lvaas.org
http://lvaas.org


LVAAS General Meeting at Grady Planetarium and via ZOOM               
              

John will tell us about what we can learn from infrared astronomy, and discuss current and upcoming infrared 
telescopes in the air and in space, including SOFIA, Spitzer, Hubble, and the James Webb Space Telescope.

John Conrad followed his childhood interest in space and spaceflight through Astronautical Engineering 
degrees at the US Air Force Academy and Purdue University straight into leadership in unmanned space 
programs for the Air Force and NASA. Now retired, his extensive career experiences never wandered far from 
technology development and application, in Aerospace and Defense as well as IT and Energy and Security 
programs. His life-long learning (formal and informal) and accumulated tools, have enabled him to make 
frequent presentations to orient and promote science applications and solutions to a variety of audiences. His 
most recently used platforms include telescopes and binoculars to share his knowledge and love of astronomy 
and cosmology. John is eager to speak to your group as a NASA/JPL Ambassador - bringing you the expertise 
of NASA scientists and engineers, providing insights into US progress in exploring space.

*LVAAS Members will receive an email with meeting invitation/link. Prospective new members who wish to 
attend the online meeting please email membership@lvaas.org

 

                       Sunday, May 1, 7:00 p.m. 

" NASA'S Infrared Platforms"
presented by

        John Conrad, NASA Ambassador
                           *via ZOOM               
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https://makezine.com/projects/raspberry-pi-meteor-camera/

blaine@ieee.org

flyter@ptd.net
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Night Sky Notebook 

              by 
   Peter Detter line

for

MAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uim132CoH9Q
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https://br itastro.org/iandi/instrument-93.htm
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               Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org also facebook.com/StarWatchAstro/ 

                                  Forward this StarWatch to a friend by clicking Join

here.
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     Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5"  Wednesday, May 4, 2022  00:00 UTC

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2022 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.iver tech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer /freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the 

pixel size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public viewing. 
Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so by emailing 
The Observer editor, France Kopy, at editor lvaas@gmail.com. Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the 
monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming 
month's issue. PDF format is preferred. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. Articles may be edited for 
publication. Comments and suggestions are always welcome.

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify editor lvaas@gmail.com.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a link 
to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

To become a member of LVAAS, please submit an application form, which can found in this publication or 
downloaded at https://lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_New_Member_Form.pdf 

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 
membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2022 LVAAS, Inc.
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