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Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society (LVAAS)
                                       MEGAMEET
                             Pulpit Rock Astronomical Park
                                        August 11-13, 2023
We may re-schedule depending on weather ; please check lvaas.org for updates

MegaMeet is LVAAS?s annual barebones star party without vendors, speakers, or registration fees. Members in 
good standing of regional amateur astronomy clubs are invited to attend. MegaMeet attendees can either come 
for the evening observing sessions or tent camp for the weekend. Access to the site, behind a locked gate, is via 
2 miles of some rather steep gravel mountain road. The road is in good shape and is readily accessible for cars 
and light trucks. Trailers should not attempt to access the site. Camping is encouraged, but space is limited. Due 
to limited capacity at the site LVAAS nonmembers will be required to register for this event. You can 
register for the event by emailing duffmeister@rcn.com with your name, and number of people in your party, 
indicating if you plan to camp or just observe. Questions can be directed to the same email address.

EVENT INFORMATION

SITE INFORMATION

Pulpit Rock Astronomical Park, or as it is commonly called, "The Rock," is a 4.3-acre mountaintop site near 
Hamburg, Pa that sits 1,600 feet above sea level on the Appalachian Trail. The installations and equipment at 
Pulpit Rock offer the serious amateur or the novice an opportunity to contribute meaningful scientific 
information to the astronomical community, or to simply view the splendors of the heavens from our several 
acres of landscaped grounds. The site was founded in the 1960's by Henry Kawecki, an industrialist from Berks 
County, who built the first observatory.

DIRECTIONS AND SITE ACCESS

Directions to the site can be viewed at the LVAAS website. For LVAAS nonmembers or members without keys 
the locked gate will be attended on Fr iday August 11 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday August 12 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Upon access to the site, you will receive the combination to the special gate lock 
used for this event and will be free to come and go until 12:00 noon on Sunday.

FOOD SERVICE

There is no food service and no potable water so please plan on bringing your own food and water. If you do 
plan on bringing your own food and cooking it yourself, you must use either a charcoal or gas grill for cooking 
as no open fires are permitted on site.

FACILITIES

There are no shower facilities; however, there is electricity and a flush toilet available on site. Please visit the 
LVAAS website for information on Pulpit Rock Astronomical Park.

Submitted by Tom Duff, Astroimaging Director

http://lvaas.org
mailto:duffmeister@rcn.com


Via Claudio Stabile, Scouting Activities Coordinator
Update on Claudio T?s Eagle Scout project: After his project was approved by Minsi Trails Council, June was 
dedicated to fundraising with a $3,000 goal. Weather canceled 2 of the 4 Star Party fundraisers. The first one on 
June 10 brought in $360. The next one scheduled for Thursday June 29th is also forecasted with thunderstorms. 
Thankfully, his project has attracted a lot of support from LVAAS members, members of the community, a flea 
market sale and auction of his mom's bass guitar, my social media network, a grant from the Joe Sommer 
Memorial Golf Committee (thanks to Tom Duff?s contact), and a sponsorship from the Charlie Bates Solar 
Astronomy Project granting him a monetary contribution and a 90mm SolarMax III solar telescope with an AVX 
mount, bringing his total fundraising efforts to $3,425.74. He meets with Polk Township on Monday June 26th to 
provide an update and request a building permit. He has also applied for a Certificate of Insurance with BSA. 
Thank you LVAAS members for your support! 

Cover Image:  M104  The Sombrero Galaxy  -  Imager : Thomas Duff 
This image was captured at Cherry Springs State Park, Coudersport, PA, in June, 2019. 
Mount: IOptron CEM 60
Telescope: Stellarvue SVX130T
Camera: QSI 6120 12 Megapixel CCD
Processing Software: PixInsight, Adobe Photoshop, Topaz Photo AI
more

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
UACNJ provides free public programs on-site at our Observatory in Jenny Jump State Forest, New Jersey from 
April through October on Saturday evenings. To view the program line-up please visit uacnj.org.

Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers
July: Gary A. Becker and Peter Detterline will speak on "Eclipse 2024."
August: (Pulpit Rock) Sandy Mesics will speak on the History of Pulpit Rock.
September : Charles Bracken will speak on Astroimaging.
October : John Conrad will speak on the Osiris Mission.
November ; author Dava Sobel will speak topic TBA.
December (Holiday Par ty) Speaker is still needed for this event.
Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to volunteer yourself!
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Via Dave Raker, Society Librarian
Our library will be open during inventory this summer. Why not stop by and check out our new books and 
DVDs!
                            BOOKS
Fire and Ice by Natalie Starkey
The First Galaxies In The Universe by A. Loeb
The Universe Explained Heather Couper
The Last Stargazers by Emily Levesque
Fire In The Sky by Gordon Dillow
The Sirens of Mars by Sarah Johnson
Discover the Stars by Richard Berry

                                            DVDs
Joshua Pepper: The New Landscape of Exoplanet Discovery
Joe Zitarelli: Optics: Bringing Photons to Your Retina Since 
1610
Ascent: Commemorating the Space Shuttle
Journey to the Stars w/ Whoopi Goldberg
Voyager Interstellar Record

Via Mike Huber, Society Director
Muhlenburg College is seeking applications for the role of Adjunct Professor (CTE) for the course "Introduction to 
Astronomy" left vacant upon the passing of our dear Judy Parker last September. Anyone interested please contact 
Mike for details.

https://www.messier-objects.com/messier-104-sombrero-galaxy/
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
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www.uacnj.org
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                     Come join the Stargazers Group! 

          All members are welcome regardless of exper ience!

New members are welcome to learn how to operate their 
telescopes

Exper ienced members can share their knowledge and socialize 
in a casual, relaxed atmosphere 

The group?s goal is to give everyone a chance to develop their 
night skills together regardless of exper ience level! 

Take this oppor tunity to use the library and receive training on 
the club?s scopes 

Meetings will be on the 2nd Fr iday of every month at South 
Mountain Headquar ters at 7 p.m. rain or shine, except for 
December, January, and February

I f you need help with equipment please arr ive before dark so 
there is time to work on it 

We all love the night sky and look forward to shar ing that with 
you!

Kyle Kramm
Kman10274@gmail.com

 Stargazers Group
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mailto:Kman10274@gmail.com


    LVAAS General Meeting  ~  Members' Night                           
Saturday, July 8 at 5 p.m.    Rain date July 9 at 5 p.m.
Grady Planetar ium, South Mountain Headquar ters, and on Zoom
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" ECLIPSE MANIA"

Gary A. Becker has had a lifelong passion for 
astronomy, photography, and sky watching.  As 
director for 38 years of the award-winning 
Allentown (PA) School District Planetarium, and 
currently Adjunct Professor of Astronomy at 
Moravian University in Bethlehem, PA, Gary has 
taught astronomy from the preschool to the 
graduate level under the electronic as well as the 
natural sky. An ardent traveler, Gary has hosted 
tours to observe and photograph comets and 
eclipses and has taken urban students to the 
Southwest to view the heavens from some of the...
full bio at lvaas.org

presented by

Gary A. Becker and Peter Detter line

Peter Detter lineis an avid astronomer whose interests 
cover a wide range of the astronomical spectrum.  
For thirty-five years he was the Director of the 
Boyertown Planetarium, where he gave programs 
to over half a million people. He is a recipient of 
the Thomas Brennan award from the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific for exceptional achievement 
related to teaching high school astronomy. He 
teaches an astronomy course at Montgomery 
County Community College, and for teachers 
through the Montana Learning Center.  In research 
he has coauthored numerous papers on eclipsing... 
full bio at lvaas.org

If you have ever wanted to see a total solar or annular eclipse, the next eight months present the opportunity of a 
lifetime for seeing one of each. An annular or ringed eclipse skirts across the Southwestern US on Saturday, 
October 14, and the path of a total solar eclipse passes just 300 miles west of the Lehigh Valley on Monday, 
April 8, 2024. Both of these events will be visible as partial solar eclipses from this area.

Join veteran eclipse chasers and astronomy educators, Gary A. Becker and Peter K. Detterline, who recently 
returned from the North West Coast of Australia after successfully viewing the hybrid solar eclipse of April 20 
onboard the P&O Pacific Explorer. They will not only discuss the Australian eclipse, but how they plan to view 
and photograph the upcoming American eclipses. Equipment, techniques, and weather prospects will be 
considered as well as how you can also prepare to enjoy nature's most awe-inspiring spectacle. Be prepared to 
become an umbraphile (shadow lover) by joining Peter and Gary on Members' Night, July 8 (July 9 rain date), 
to learn more about these spectacular upcoming events.

http://lvaas.org
http://lvaas.org


Night Sky Notebook 

JULY 2023

              
      Peter Detterline's

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0q5euRZXmk


   The Inkspot Nebula (B86 &  NGC 6520)    Peter Detter line, Imager
Located in Sagittarius, this is visible low in the northern hemisphere,  however 
it gets close to the zenith in Australia.  The dark nebula has well defined edges 
with some stars visible in the nebula.  It is very dark. The open cluster (NGC 
6520), is small and contains stars of about the same brightness. With the 
backdrop of the stars in the Milky Way, this is a real treasure.
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org also facebook.com/StarWatchAstro/ 

Join

here

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
http://facebook.com/StarWatchAstro/
https://groups.google.com/a/moravian.edu/g/starwatch
https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/June/index-6-23.html#6-4-23
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Franklin River  was a 
great place to do 

astrophotography ... 
From top to bottom: The 
property that we stayed 
at for 6 nights had no 

central heating...

The narrow roadway 
speed was an incredible 

110 km/hr (68 mph). 
Peter Detterline is all 
bundled up  on the 

coldest day of our trip 
with his 

astrophotography setup 
on the last evening of 

our stay. Gary A. Becker 
had a much simpler 

arrangement for 
astrophotography. 

Gary A. Becker images 
except for Peter's photo 

of me.

Waxing Crescent 
Moon and Venus

What appears to be a 
waning crescent is 
actually a waxing 

crescent moon as seen 
from the Southern 

Hemisphere. The 'star' 
above the moon in the 
picture is the planet 

Venus.

Gary A. Becker image 
from Franklin River, 
Western Australia
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Body text
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m.huber614@gmail.com
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mailto:m.huber614@gmail.com


draker@cedarcrest.edu
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mailto:draker@cedarcrest.edu


FOR SALE! L IGHTLY USED CELESTRON TELESCOPE/MOUNT SYSTEM

https://www.celestron.com

jcmafarrand@gmail.com  
If not sold, will bring to society picnic July 8.
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https://www.celestron.com
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AUGUST

JULY 



Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5" W Wednesday July 5 2023  00:00 UTC

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/

29

http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/


Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2023 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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MEGA MEET  8/11-- 8/13



                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public viewing. 
Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so by emailing 

The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@g.lvaas.org  

No images of people under 18 years of age will be accepted for publication at this time. Articles submitted 

prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see calendar on website) will 
appear in the upcoming month's issue. PDF format is preferred. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
Articles may be edited for publication. Comments are always welcome. Document proofread by Rich Hogg on 
a monthly basis.

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor at observer@g.lvaas.org

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a link 
to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

To become a member of LVAAS, please submit an application form, which can be downloaded at 
https://lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_New_Member_Form.pdf 

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 

membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2023 LVAAS, Inc.
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