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                    Minutes of the LVAAS General Meeting ? July 9th, 2022

The July 2022 LVAAS General Meeting was conducted electronically using an on-line service and in 
person at our South Mountain headquarters. Approximately 39 people were in attendance. Director 
Tom Duff opened the meeting at 7:15 p.m. Tonight?s General Meeting?s presentation was "Lost 
Constellations" by LVAAS's longtime member, Ray Harris.

Today?s 88 constellations were formalized by the International Astronomical Union in the 1920?s. Our 
modern constellations started with the 48 listed in Ptolemy?s 2nd-Century Almagest. We will explore 
how new constellations were introduced starting in the 16th century and take a look at some of the 
more than 100 that have been abandoned. This will be a preview for his two upcoming articles for Sky 
& Telescope.

Ray Harris has been a member of LVAAS since 1985 and has served as both Treasurer and Director. 

After graduating from Yale in 1972 he served five years in the Navy as a nuclear engineer on a 
submarine. He settled in the Lehigh Valley in 1980 when he accepted a job with PP&L. Ray started 
collecting antique star charts in 1987 and has accumulated an extensive collection or original material 
dating back to the early 1500?s. He has lectured widely on the history of celestial cartography and his 
article ?The First Deep-Sky Atlas? appeared in the January 2022 issue of Sky & Telescope.

The July General Meeting was recorded.

Business Meeting - Tom Duff 

- Pulpit Rock - Our lawn mower broke down, so Frank Lyter  and Ron Kunkel asked for an 
emergency fund disbursement to get a replacement mower for $2,900.

- Per LVAAS by-laws, expenses over 10% of budget must be approved by general membership.
- A motion to approve the expense was made by Dave Binder and seconded by Steve Vlasik.
- The expense was approved by vote of the membership present.

- The motion to close the business meeting was made by Earl Pursell; seconded by Steve Vlasik.          

Membership - Rich Hogg

1st readings

Michael James
Tara Garst
Hannah Aurand
Paul Berger
Chris and Martha Papadakis
Randy Rooth
Charlie Wischner



Treasurer 's Repor t - Blair Hogg

- A new lawnmower has been purchased for use at Pulpit Rock
- A comparison of expenses up until this point was done.
- LVAAS's finances are looking "pretty good" at this point.

General Comments:

- The LVAAS officer election is coming up.
- Tom Duff and Rich Hogg have each served two years as officers and so are not eligible for 

re-election in 2022.
- Any LVAAS member interested in serving in either of these positions should reach out to Bill 

Dahlenberg.
- Tom Duff is the head of the Astro-imaging group that have their own separate meetings on 

Saturday nights.
- The next meeting is Saturday, July 23 at 7 p.m.

- Imagers of all levels are welcome.
- Presentation topics range from beginner to expert level.

Pulpit Rock Observator ies ? Frank Lyter

- Anyone interested in getting trained on telescopes should contact Frank Lyter or Ron Kunkel. 
Both men are retired and usually available.

- There are 3 'buzz' email lists: Pulpit Rock, South Mountain, and the Astro-imaging groups.

- Buzz members will receive emails and notifications such as when members are heading 
up to observe, image and work party notifications.

- Pulpit Rock's locks (except the gate) will be switched over to combination locks.
- The next meeting at Pulpit Rock will be Mega Meet, held 8/19-21, 2022. Please see the ad in 

this issue of The Observer. 
- Frank Lyter will be presenting on 2 projects:

- Encoders on the Dobsonian telescope.
- Meteor cameras.

- 3 members have cameras that are operational.
- John Kmetz's camera is currently uploading data to the national database.

- Members can sign up for the groups by going to lvaas.org clicking on ?menu? and then ?The 
Buzz.?

 L ibrary &  History ? Dave Raker

- Books and DVDs as well antique VHS tapes are available to borrow.

https://lvaas.org/
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Next General Meeting:

- The next general meeting will be 8/20; combined with Mega Meet.
- Mega Meet will be held from 8/19 - 8/21, 2022.
- The General Meeting will be 8/20 at 7 p.m.

- Non-imagers: please park near the utility shed by the radio tower and point the headlights down 
the mountain.

South Mountain Maintenance ? Bill Dahlenburg

- Bill is available at South Mountain most Saturdays from 9 until about noon.

- Anyone looking to get trained on the telescopes feel free to come.
- On clear days the solar telescope will be up and running.
- Telescopes are available in the planetarium, library, and optical shop for rental and/or purchase.

Star Par ty Coordinator  ? Bill Dahlenburg

- Bill is asking for volunteers to help with Star Party activities.

- Anyone looking to help, will be trained on running the telescopes. Training is easy!
- Planetarium shows are at 6 p.m. for kids, 7 p.m. presentation, and 8 p.m. planetarium show for 

adults.
- If anyone is interested in taking over the organization of LVAAS's  star parties, please let Bill 

Dahlenburg know.

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:53 p.m.

 

==========================================================

 

Submitted by Michael Huber, Secretary

 



Benefit from giving to LVAAS through your IRA
If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a charitable gift directly from your IRA to LVAAS without paying 
income tax on the withdrawal. State laws about Qualified Charitable Deductions (QCDs) and how QCDs are 
handled vary. If interested, please consult an adviser so you can help LVAAS today!  
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=using_rmd_to_support_lvaas

Cover: The Nor th Amer ican Nebula - Jamie Elovski, Imager 
This image was taken in Jamie's backyard in Center Valley, PA with a Redcat 51 and a 
Canon 5D mk ii Modified. 

Total exposure time around six hours over the course of June and July, 2022.

 

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason: 
United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey (UACNJ), of which LVAAS is a member, is holding Public Nights 
(Star Parties) every Saturday from now until the end of October. There will be a talk beginning at 8 p.m. live 
and online, followed by observing.  Since both the talk and the observatories are outside, everything is weather 
permitting.  Reservations are suggested, but not required. Please visit www.uacnj.org for more information.

Via Sandy Mesics, Program Chairperson
 
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers

August, Frank Lyter  will speak: "LVAAS Winter Projects: the Meteor Camera, and the Digital 
                  Setting Circles for the 17' '  Dobsonian."   - Live at Pulpit Rock, and online
September, Rick Wasatonic will speak: " Photometry of Betelgeuse."   - Live at SMHQ Grady
October, Mike Huber will speak: "Astronomy with K ids"  - Live at SMHQ Grady

November, John Conrad will speak: "Don't Look Up: DART, the Wor ld's First Asteroid Deflection Test." 

A speakers is still needed for December ; please contact Sandy to volunteer or to suggest a speaker: 
astrosandy@gmail.com 

Via Bill Dahlenburg, Star Party Coordinato

LVAAS is always looking for volunteers to help out with star party activities. Anyone willing to 
help will be trained on running the telescopes. Training is easy.

Planetarium shows are: 6 p.m. for kids, 7 p.m. presentation, 8 p.m. planetarium show for adults

Additionally, if anyone is interested in taking over the organization of LVAAS star parties, 

please let Bill Dahlenburg know.
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                                          Library Announcement

The following books are new to the library:

Apollo 11: The Inside Story by David Whitehouse

Br illiant Blunders from Darwin to Einstein by Mario Livio

The Way of the Explorer by Edgar Mitchell (Apollo 14 moonwalker)

Cosmic Dispatches edited by John Wilford

Seeing Fur ther  by Bill Bryson

Star Talk by Neil deGrasse Tyson

The Night Sky Month by Month by Will Gater

The following DVD's are new to the library:

National Geographic Mars (donated by Steve Snyder)

Ray Harr is Forgotten Constellations

Inventory is underway and Dave is planning to put some DVD?s back into their display 
cases, making sign-out easier but increasing the risk of theft.

Dave is always looking for requests of books and DVDs for the LVAAS Library. Please 
email him with what you would like to see in the collection and he will do his best to 
locate what has been requested.

Submitted by Dave, Raker, LVAAS Librarian   draker@cedarcrest.edu
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              LVAAS General Meeting at Pulpit Rock              

The first project presented will detail the installation of digital encoders and a controller to the 
society?s 17.5'' Coulter Odyssey 2 Dobsonian Reflector ?Push to? telescope located at Pulpit Rock 
Observatory Site. The addition allows users to push the telescope to navigate the night sky while 
monitoring the position wirelessly via the Sky Safari application on their phone or tablet. The project 
utilizes the open source Dobsonian DSC application developed by Vladimir Atehortúa and made 
available via GNU General Public License. 
The second project presented will be the installation of meteor detection cameras to the society?s 
South Mountain and Pulpit Rock Observatory Sites as well as at members' homes. The project utilizes 
the International Global Meteor Network (https://globalmeteornetwork.org) program which is a  
worldwide organization of amateur and professional astronomers alike, whose goal is to observe the 
night sky using inexpensive, low-light video cameras to calculate meteor trajectories in a coordinated 
manner.  LVAAS's cameras are the first installations in our area of the United States, and along with 
other installations across the globe allow for the tracking and determination of the source, size and 
possible landfalls of meteors impacting the earth.
The meeting will be in-person only, outdoors at LVAAS' Pulpit Rock dark-sky observing site. Click here for directions. 
For members who do not have a key, the gate will be manned during a certain period TBA before the meeting starts.

                             Saturday, August 20 
                         Rain date: Sunday August 21                                                                                                                                                  

" UPDATE ON LVAAS PROJECTS"
            presented in person by

  Frank Lyter
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Frank Lyter, Director of Pulpit Rock Observatories, will be  presenting 
an update on two projects he is leading for LVAAS. The presentation 
will be held at the society?s Pulpit Rock Observatory Site.

                    Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting should email membership@lvaas.org

https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=PulpitRock
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=PulpitRock
https://globalmeteornetwork.org
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=PR_Directions
mailto:membership@lvaas.org


https://www.cafepress.com/lvaasredshiftonlinestore
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Night Sky Notebook 

AUGUST 2022

              
      Peter Detterline's

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4o-x6uxe3w&feature=youtu.be
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 The next month L ionel Adda sent postcards to the members with the following notice:
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Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org also facebook.com/StarWatchAstro/ 

                                 Forward this StarWatch to a friend by clicking Join
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Sky Above 40°33'58" N  75°26'5"  Saturday, August 6, 2022  00:00 UTC

Your Sky was implemented by John Walker in January and February of 1998. The calculation and display software was 
adapted from Home Planet for Windows. The GIF output file generation is based upon the ppmtogif module of Jef 
Poskanzer's pbmplus toolkit, of which many other components were used in creating the images you see here.

                                                      ppmtogif.c - read a portable pixmap and produce a GIF file  
                                                                    Based on GIFENCOD by David Rowley
                                                                Lempel-Zim compression based on "compress"  

                                                                           Modified by Marcel Wijkstra   
                                                                       Copyright © 1989 by Jef Poskanzer.

                                                   Customize Your Sky at   http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/
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http://www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky/


Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2022 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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August 19-21



                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 200 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for <300KB for a 1/2 page image or <600KB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://www.ivertech.com/freeOnlineImageResizer/freeOnlineImageResizer.aspx. It will also tell you the pixel 

size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public viewing. 
Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so by emailing 

The Observer editor, France Kopy, at editorlvaas@gmail.com. Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the 
monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming 
month's issue. PDF format is preferred. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. Articles may be edited for 
publication. Comments and suggestions are always welcome.

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 

credit is required, please notify editorlvaas@gmail.com.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a link 
to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

To become a member of LVAAS, please submit an application form, which can found in this publication or 
downloaded at https://lvaas.org/filemgmt_data/files/LVAAS_New_Member_Form.pdf 

Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership director at 

membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2022 LVAAS, Inc.
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