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  LVAAS General Meeting     Public Welcome!                   
 Sunday, Apr il 13, 2025, 7 p.m. at SM Headquar ters                                                                                                                                                                                                

presented by

2

                 Stargazing and Beyond:
      A Global Network of Citizen Astronomers

Prospective new members who wish to attend the meeting please email membership@lvaas.org.

Astronomy is a science that inspires everyone, which makes it 
a great tool for expanding scientific literacy. It also has a 
uniquely powerful ability to make us aware of Earth?s value 
and fragility. By inspiring people to engage in citizen science, 
astronomy fosters not only scientific research but also 
collaborative knowledge building that?s based on a dialogue 
between experts and amateurs. The Unistellar network is by far 
the largest network of telescopes and citizen astronomers 
around the world, with more than 13,000 digital telescopes in 
more than 50 countries. This network has collected more than 
4,000 scientific observations in 2022 and our citizen 
astronomers have helped the NASA TESS mission by 
confirming exoplanets and supported NASA DART by 
recording the impact live and its aftermath, validating the efficiency of the kinetic impactor technique to 
protect humanity against the threat of asteroid impacts. We present here some of the key scientific results 
achieved in 2021-2024, and future developments in education to make astronomy, easier, fun, and accessible, 
but also more inclusive and accessible. With the connected and  decentralized platform SkyMapper, we 
propose to accelerate research space and popularize it by inviting  people who own a telescope to be part of 
space exploration.

Dr. Franck Marchis is a senior astronomer and Director of Citizen Science at the SETI Institute, Chief 
Science Officer, co-founder of Unistellar, and co-founder and Chief Executive Officer of SkyMapper. After 
earning his Ph.D. from the University of Toulouse, France, in 2000, Marchis moved to the United States to 
pursue his passion for astronomy and exploration. His research, published in Nature, Science, and other 
leading journals, includes notable discoveries such as the first triple-asteroid system in 2005, the binary 
Trojan asteroid Patroclus in 2006, the direct imaging of a Jupiter-like exoplanet in 2015, and major 
advancements in adaptive optics for 8-10m class ground-based telescopes, as well as citizen science using 
networks small telescopes. In recognition of his contributions to astronomy, the asteroid (6639) Marchis was 
named in his honor for his discovery of the first triple-asteroid system. In 2023, Marchis was elected a Fellow 
of the California Academy of Sciences for his dedication to outreach and the search for life in the universe. 
The following year, he received the Carl Sagan Center Director?s Award for his excellence in SETI research, 
education, and outreach.

The LVAAS 2025 Calendar will be available for sale at this event. Purchase price is $20.

Dr. Franck Marchis via Zoom

mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=YouthSponshorshipProgram

Astronomy in the Community

93

https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=YouthSponshorshipProgram
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=YouthSponshorshipProgram
http://Astronomy in the Community
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3652163028369501
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 Here! Now!

mhuber614@gmail.com

Calendars will be available for purchase for $20 at LVAAS events 
both at Muhlenberg College and at South Mountain Headquarters
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mailto:mhuber614@gmail.com
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NEAF TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE

                GET YOURS NOW!

ht t ps:/ /www.neafexpo.com

https://www.neafexpo.com


6

6

cover: Total Lunar Eclipse       imager: Peter Detter line
Photographed on March 14, 2025 at 3:15 a.m. from the Fancy Hill Observatory, Douglassville, PA. 
Peter used a Canon 60Da DSLR camera with a 75-300 mm lens set at 300 mm; a standard tripod with no 

clockdrive; ISO 1600; Exposure Moon 0.5 seconds; Stars 3 seconds. This is a composite image. 
To watch Peter's eclipse video, please click 

Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
Public Program Nights and weekly star parties have resumed at United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey. There will be a 
30-60 min talk every Saturday from the beginning of April until the end of October. Anyone who would like to give a talk 
is welcome to contact Chris Callie (reddog176@gmail.com).
UACNJ also has its own YouTube channel and the schedule of videos is on its website. Please visit uacnj.org to watch 
and /or subscribe.

Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers    

April: Franck Marchis from SETI/Unistellar via Zoom on Stargazing and Beyond: A Global Network of Citizen Astronomers

May: Br ian Kloppenborg from the AAVSO will speak via Zoom on AAVSO Citizen Science.
June: Gary A. Becker  and Peter Detter line will speak; topic TBA.
July: Linda Pr ince will speak; topic TBA.
August: Brett Fadem and Jonathan Cuadra will speak; topic TBA.
September: Joe Zitarelli will speak on The Expanding Universe.
October: Mike Huber  will be back to do 1913 Astronomy, Part 2
Speakers are still needed for November and December

-  Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to do a talk yourself.

6

THANK YOU, LVAAS VOLUNTEERS!
During the cold winter months, our dedicated LVAAS volunteers have been busy maintaining and improving our 
observatories, equipment and grounds so you can enjoy astronomy at our 2 locations, South Mountain and Pulpit Rock. 
We'd like to thank Ron Kunkel, Frank Lyter, Mike Clark, Bill Dahlenburg, Ear l Pursell, Ben Long, Kyle Kramm, 
Ear l Pursell and Pete Brooks for their hard work and dedication to LVAAS.. Thank you so much, LVAAS volunteers!

Via Benjamin Long, LVAAS Director
LVAAS is in the process of re-keying the locks on our properties. To request your free replacement keys, please contact 
the "Key Coordinators" listed on our website's Contacts page.

Via France Kopy, Editor
Did you know you can advertise telescope equipment you'd like to sell in our newsletterat at no charge? See the black box 
on the last page for details. The Observer is always looking for new topics and ideas for improvement in 2025 and 
beyond. If you'd like write an article, now's the time! Do you have an idea for a new feature? Contact me to discuss it! 
Email: observer@lvass.org  If no response, please forward your email to editorlvaas@gmail.com. Thanks!

I mage courtesy, F rank Lyter

mailto:reddog176@gmail.com
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
mailto:observer@lvass.org
mailto:editorlvaas@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ae8PF0Cs5Gw


7

7

In the summer and early fall I participated in a Zoom course on astronomy entitled "Adventures in Astronomy:
Approaching Infinity." I watched it along with other LVAAS members to see if it was something worth viewing.
It is an interactive first course in astronomy with a target audience of high school science teachers to be better
prepared to teach the subject. The course also targets high school students with an interest in the subject who do 
not have an available astronomy course at their school. The course is not taught by PhD astrophysicists, rather 
by an amateur astronomer with an interest in teaching the subject. The course is quite appropriate for adults 
with an interest in learning more about a wide range of topics in astronomy. The course is held weekly on 
Tuesday nights at 7:30 p.m. They usually start with a brief review and any questions from the previous week,
then spend about an hour on that evening?s topic, and finally end with a question-and-answer period. It is given
over Zoom, and all participants are welcome and encouraged to ask questions. The cost of the course is $100 
and you can attend as many or as few sessions as you like. The slides for each lesson are provided beforehand 
and a video is posted a few days after each session. The schedule for the next session is:

or library@lvaas.org

https://www.astronomyteacher.net/

: click here
: click here

: click here
: click here

: click here

: click here
: click here
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From The L ibrary  ~  Joe Zitarelli

mailto:library@lvaas.org
https://www.astronomyteacher.net/
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691242477/hidden-in-the-heavens?utm_campaign=SSGRM%20Misc%20Organizations&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_QNS2gpMbLwOKng4nuTp5scjW7XBOziT9QYWCS0M5E3ukCpbTtTQQ1Xl8ud87Yo_b2FNzmbLWcgpkiY9X-DHqBGEwUruwyB0tTNu1g-HMUMADvlDI&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691253916/the-sky-is-for-everyone?_gl=1*m1l5za*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA2MjUyNTg0MC4xNzMwODMxODYx*_ga_N1W9JWKLY3*MTczMDgzMTg1OS4xLjEuMTczMDgzMjA0OC4wLjAuMTMyMzAxMTI4&utm_campaign=SSGRM%20Misc%20Organizations&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8JfNSe7Y9Qo4dFyCW7rwqfFW1TdTHq9TuObHb9qrlDGhMeHUCiHcz7rylrDQ38SeiZIwfgV2Bvz1WfTacMwcFqDDCbLczUtPlBcNC6pA_6we5q8jU&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691215235/back-to-the-moon?utm_campaign=SSGRM%20Misc%20Organizations&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9BRylrMJtiZ1hOYrs7p_5EzppZyTFm0SqLsDsLwfJjh0h51Nc9e7UeM1W1Mdo8v7yGwTy8czGIOUpd34HfafcfTbX42CNRomOQ_olkhvFj7Un8HtQ&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691258683/a-travelers-guide-to-the-stars
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691215471/the-little-book-of-exoplanets?utm_campaign=SSGRM%20Misc%20Organizations&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-__9GcP5cuDIFA6z8_9_ms-6CYuDHiwrIxi5jBQS6JLo7kzOPlZEDnyGazS0FuPyoYwcnrjSgiJV3qy3okL-X4d7Lu4Ra8RYR9c4owvV4BzwMluGmM&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691177885/stars-and-planets
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691194073/welcome-to-the-universe-in-3d?utm_campaign=SSGRM%20Misc%20Organizations&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-858ZaIRXXRGNcNl1LMEcEj2FQXW8VnTAmhl5kI3gDCcBiofP_EjCT4Uq-MGpMjgg7Gfnwe0uloXf2TVJkrS-LEMPeqSdRvjfXutDcACB9LHYrnUCo&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
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   April 2025

Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's
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While you're here, 
why not subscribe?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGl2a4Qn-ng
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 Contr ibuted by Gary A. Becker    
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Body text

For access to more features, please click here
             then click 'April' in the index

https://www.astronomy.org/StarWatch/index.html
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©Gary A. Becker -- beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com
Moravian University Astronomy - astronomy.org  
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link

slides

observed.

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://astronomy.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GWBeLjj2C0
https://astronomy.org/StarWatch/May/index-5-20.html#5-31-20
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APRIL 2025

14

MAY 2025
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

2025 LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 400 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for 400kb for a 1/2 page image or 1MB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://imageresizer.com/resize/download/6779bd945d63ac1a3032f37d

 It will also tell you the pixel size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public 
viewing. Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so 
by emailing The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@lvaas.org. 

Astroimaging Director, Tom Duff is our new Astroimaging editor, and welcomes all image submissions.

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
PDF format is preferred. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures and text. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a 
link to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying. Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership 

director at membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2025 LVAAS, Inc.
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https://imageresizer.com/resize/download/6779bd945d63ac1a3032f37d
mailto:observer@lvaas.org
mailto:observer@lvaas.org.
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
 https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership 
mailto:membership@lvaas.org
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